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I. Monthly Missionary Sundzy in the 
Church €chool 


Many churches in recent years have discovered the 
great spiritual enrichment which comes from a monthly 
missionary Sunday in the church school. On this Sun- 
day set aside by the local Board of Christian Education, 
special emphasis is placed upon the world task of Chris- 
tianity. Through this regular feature, horizons are 
pushed back and churches join in a fellowship of Chris- 
tiens around the world. 


One Sunday school superintendent writes as follows: 
“For a period of years/we have set aside the first Sun- 
day of each month as’ missionary Sunday when specific 
information has been brought to the school (in the chil- 
dren’s division also) and the entiré offering applied to the benevolences. 
We follow the denominational plan of alternating between home and 
foreign missions, three months each, and present a twenty minute pro- 
gram at the opening of the school consisting of music, scripture, prayer 
and the missionary information. The latter is given in the form of 
talks, playlets, pageants, or news letters or reports of missionary ad- 
dresses. 





“As a part of this special missionary program the offering is brought 
by representatives of the various classes to the altar where the dedica- 
tory prayer is offered. Close attention is given to these messages and 
it is the usual thing for the offerings on these Sundays to be larger 
than any other Sunday in the month.” 


The first Sunday in each month is the ideal one for missionary Sun- 
day. Another Sunday may be selected by the local leaders, but regular- 
ity will be found to add to its worth. As a usual thing the Sunday 
school starts its program on Missionary Sunday with a missionary wor- 
ship program. This attractive booklet of worship programs has been 
prepared to aid in such services. 


The primary aim of Missionary Sunday is spiritual enrichment 
through creative worship. As a part of this objective, many Sunday 
schools, for years, have followed the practice of dedicating the entire 
Sunday school offering for that day to the benevolence budget of the 
church. This practice has made possible an expression of sacrificial 
giving and definite sharing in building the Kingdom of God. It has 
stimulated interest in missions and has greatly aided in providing a 
full budget. 


II. Suggestions to Leaders 


“In worship we seek to identify our wills with the divine will; the 
highest values are sought and symbolized; in the act of worship they 
are brought clearly to consciousness and given life and meaning. Ideas 
and ideals are mediated in worship, our ideas of God, of human rela- 
tionships, of our own salvation, are clarified and elevated.” 


“There is no means comparable to worship for the purpose of secur- 
ing adequate, efficient, and satisfying adjustment of the entire per- 
sonality to the total environment, social and cosmic.” 


Thus authorities have placed preeminent value upon worship in the 
program of the church. Twelve worship programs have been provided 
in this booklet, for use in the church school. These are all missionary 
in character. The missionary superintendent will find them all helpful 
in the local program. In planning to use them the leader should keep 
the following points in mind: 


1. Plan for the service well in advance, so that all who participate in 
the leadership either through prayers, readings, stories, or other parts 
may be familiar with the program and prepared to do their parts well. 


2. There must be an atmosphere which makes worship possible. The 
material surroundings must make for a feeling of worshipfulness. This 
may be accomplished by creating worshipful effects in the front of the 
room, by arranging a picture of Jesus, a table with a cross or candle- 
stick or place for the Bible and offering plates, by the orderliness of 
the chairs, the draperies at the windows, the seating of the group so 
as to create a sense of fellowship and unity. 


Make the service one of reverence, dignity, and beauty. 


See that the group is free from distractions and interruptions. 


me WwW 


Enlist as many as possible to participate in the service. 


OY 


Allow adequate time for meditation and individual prayer. 


ed 


7. Begin the service at the appointed time and see to it that it moves 
with precision and life. 

8. When the hymn called for in a worship service cannot be found 
for use, select another which will blend into the thought and spirit of 
the service. . 


III. A Yearly Program of Missionary Education 


As guidance material in planning a program of missionary educa- 
tion for the local church the following activities are suggested: 
A. Missionary Education for the Entire Church through Monthly and 
Annual Activities. 
1. Conduct a regular missionary worship service in every organ- 
ization of the church. 


10. 
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LZ: 


Observe a monthly missionary Sunday in every department of 
the Sunday School which will include the following: (a) mis- 
sionary worship service, (b) giving of missionary information, 
(c) giving an offering for the benevolences. 

Emphasize reading the missionary books for the various age 
groups as recommended by the General Missionary Committee. 
Observe World Mission Advancement Day the last Sunday of 
October or near that date. (This should be a church-wide ob- 
servance but promoted by the Women’s Missionary Society and 
Otterbein Guild.) 

Observe Home Mission period, culminating in Home Mission 
Sunday, the Sunday preceding Thanksgiving. 

Conduct a school of missions or observe a series of church 
nights, where classes are provided for all age groups. 

Present all mission causes interestingly through sermons, plays, 
pageants, missionary programs, /moving pictures, stereopticon 
lectures and missionary speakers. 

Observe Foreign Mission period, culminating in Foreign Mis- 
sion Sunday, the first Sunday of March. 

Observe Good Friday Dayof Prayer, conducted under the au- 
spices of the Women’s Missionary Society and Otterbein Guild. 
Utilize missionary news, stories, biographies, etc., which appear 
in The Watchword, The Religious Telescope, The Evangel, 
The Friend, Our Little Folks, etc. 

Have special missionary projects carried on each year in each 
section of the church. 

Send representatives to Christian Education and Women’s Mis- 
sionary Association rallies, conventions, institutes, and to sum- 
mer conventions and training schools where instruction in 
missionary methods and materials is given for workers in all 
age groups. 


Missionary Education for the Various Sections or Age Groups. 
CHILDREN: 


kk 


Use correlated missionary material with closely graded lessons, 
with group graded lessons and in the worship services pro- 
vided by the denomination. 

Use correlated missionary materials in connection with the 
Glad Chest projects. 

Follow the monthly missionary topics in the Junior Christian . 
Endeavor Society. 

Include missionary instruction in the Junior Church, Vacation 
Church school and other children’s organizations. 

In schools where Leadership Training courses are given pro- 
vide a class for children. 

Utilize the special series of missionary worship services where 
Sunday schools are graded. 
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YOUNG; PEOLEE- 
1. Utilize occasionally alternate (substitute) missionary study ma- 
terial in Sunday school classes. 
2. Use the monthly missionary topics in the Christian Endeavor 


Society. 

3. Follow the Otterbein Guild programs for girls and young 
women. 

4. Use the Knights of World Service program for boys and young 
men. 


yu Useathe (auide to. raver. 

Hold one missionary social or banquet each year for all young 
people of the church. 

7. Study the missionary units (5,106,308,309) in the Standard 
Leadership Training Curriculum, and the Youth Training 
Course. 

8. Conduct a special class or classes in mission study in connec- 
tion with local church Leadership Training Courses. 


ADULTS 

1. A wide use of the prayer cycle. 

2. Monthly meetings of the Women’s Missionary Society. 

3. Substitute the regular Sunday school lesson material with an 
occasional period of mission study. 
Utilize the missionary programs in the Otterbein Brotherhood. 

5. Emphasize missionary education in the Adult Christian En- 
deavor Society. 

6. Hold one missionary social or banquet each year for all adults. 

7. Study the missionary units (5,106,308,309) in the Standard 
Leadership Training Curriculum. 


8. Special class or classes in mission study in connection with 
local church Leadership Training courses. 


IV. Bibliography 
A list of mission books suggested for reading and study. 
1. Foreign Mission Books: 
“The Christian Message for the World Today.” $1.50. 
“The Desire of All Nations,” E. W. Smith. $1.50. 
“Kagawa” (Biography), William Axling. $2.00. 
“Men and Women of Far Horizons,” Jesse R. Wilson. $1.00. 
“Missionary Education in the Church,” H. W. Gates. $1.00. 
“The Splendor of God,” Honore Willsie Morrow. 75 cents. 
“Heroes of the Cross” (Series One) Africa (youth). 40 cents. 
“Heroes of the Cross” (Series Three) China (youth). 40 cents. 
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2. Home Mission Books: 

“Toward a Christian America,” by Hermann N. Morse. Cloth, $1.00; 
paper, 60 cents. (Adult Home Mission Study book for this year.) 

“Christian Youth in Action,” by Frank W. Herriott. Cloth, $1.00; 
paper, 60 cents. (Home Mission study book for young people.) 

“Home Missions Today and Tomorrow: A Review and Forecast,” 
edited by Hermann N. Morse. 75 cents. 

“Out of the Far East,” by Allan A. Hunter. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 60 
cents. 

“Land of All Nations,” by Margaret Seeback. Cloth, 50 cents; paper, 
Zorcents: 

“What’s Right with the Rural Church,” by Ralph A. Felton. Price, 
75 cents. 

“The Crowded Ways,” by Charles H. Sears. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 
60 cents. 

“Pioneers of Good Will,” by Harold B/ Hunting. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 
75 cents. } 


V. Worship Programs 


OCTOBER 


Our Nation’s Glory 


Instrumental Prelude: ‘Faith of our Fathers.” 


Call to Worship: “The counsel of the Lord standeth 
forever, and the thoughts of his heart to all genera- 
tions. Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord; 
and the people whom He has chosen for his own 
inheritance.”—Psalm 38 :11-12. 


Hymn: “God Bless Our Native Land.” 


Leader: It would be fitting today to make use of 
Blonedlie cheiNes some of the words of our statesmen concerning the 
tion Whose God spiritual foundation of our nation’s life: 
is the Lord. “T have lived a long time; and the longer I 
live, the more convincing proofs I see of this 
truth, that God governs in the affairs of men, and if a sparrow can- 
not fall to the ground without his notice, is it possible that an Empire 
can rise without His aid?”—Benjamin Franklin. 
“People educated in intellect and not educated in morals and re- 
ligion, will become a menace to our nation.”—Theodore Roosevelt. 





“Our civilization cannot survive materially unless it be redeemed 
spiritually.”.—Woodrow Wilson. 


Scripture: Proverbs 14:34. Deuteronomy 28:1-2. 


Prayer: “We thank thee, Father, for the great men who founded and 
sustained this country of ours. Help us to cherish the ideals that 
have made our country great and which have given it eminence among 
the nations. We thank thee, for the spirit of Jesus which has been 
kept alive in the hearts of men to this day. May we be worthy of 
those who have gone before us and do our part to magnify the 
spirit of Jesus in the world today. May we stand for the ideals and 
principles of our fathers, and respect the nation’s laws and do our 
part to incite a like respect and reverence in others who are prone 
to set them at naught. May we help this nation to be not only a 
greater country, but a more Christian land, whose influence will ex- 
tend from sea to sea, and to the uttermost parts.’ Amen. 


Piano: “America, the Beautiful” (One verse played softly.) 
Dramatization: “Our Nation’s Glory.” 


Prayer for America. 


“OUR NATION’S GLORY” 
(Dramatization) 


(Enter Spirit of America dressed in white with sash of bunting, carry- 
ing the United States flag.) 
“Spirit of America” speaks: 
My fields are broad and rich with grains, 
And cattle graze on peaceful plains; 
And towering forests rise on high 
To meet the azure, vaulted sky. 
Beneath the earth in lavish store 
For human need, rich mineral ore. 
A goodly land! Thrice blest are we— 
The home of the brave, the land of the free! 


(Enter First Speaker wearing a band lettered “Herald.” ) 
A goodly land! Well have yout said; 
Yet needy in spiritual things instead. 
Onward we go in the mad rush of days, 
Forgetting our God, neglecting His ways! 
Blessed the nation whose God is the Lord, 
Heed ye the truth of His own Holy Word! 
Hear ye the yoice of thy people as they bring 

to you their needs. 

(Enter Second Speaker wearing a band _ lettered 
“City.”) 

Oh, Spirit of my native land—America! You bear 
the name of Christian as a nation. But [I come with 
my plea in behalf of the youth of our land. Out of 
the thirty-four millions between the ages of five and 
eighteen, only about one-half are now receiving re- 
ligious training—Protestant, Catholic or Jewish. Our 
judges in criminal courts of our cities tell us that our 
criminal youth have not been in our Sunday schools 
and churches. We covet for Christ and His cause the 
youth of our cities. Help us bring His message to 
them. 

(Enter Third Speaker wearing band lettered “Rural.”’) 

I would bring before you, America, the call of the 
countryside. Have you thought what it means that 
1,600,000 country boys and girls live in communities 
without a single church or Sunday school, and that 
there are Sunday schools in only one-fourth of the 

Justice, Purity, churches that do exist? And we are told that there 

Bravery are 10,000 villages in the rural life of America today 

without a church of any kind. O Spirit of Amer- 





ica, cannot something be done to give them the gospel? 
(Enter three young people representing the Spanish-American people.) 
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First Speaker—We represent about 1,200,000 Spanish-speaking peo- 
ple living in five of our states. Though speaking the Spanish lan- 
guage, we are American born, and live under the protection of the 
American flag. We are happy to have had the privilege of attending 
the United Brethren mission schools and churches in New Mexico. 
Over 300 boys and girls are enrolled in our four mission schools and 
are receiving not only an-education, but wonderful Christian training. 


Second Speaker—Some of the most promising boys and girls in our 
Santa Cruz High School completed the eighth grade in our mission 
schools and received Christian training. Some of them went on to col- 
lege, have graduated, and several are now teaching in our mission 
schools and the public schools of New Mexico, and others are filling 
positions of trust in their community. 


Third Speaker— We plead for many, many other boys and girls 
among our people who do not have such opportunities—we plead for 
Christian teachers and missionaries who will teach them of Christ and 
help them to build character. 


Spirit of America: 
America’s need! God give me eyes to see 
The tasks so plainly set for me! 
God give us those whose hearts are stirred 
To bear the gospel of His Word, 
Until, beneath our flag unfurled, 
Shall dwell a transformed, Christ-like world! 


(Enter three young people representing Christians, one bearing the 
Christian flag, and others with Bibles in hand.) 


First Speaker: 
We represent the Christian Band, 
Of our beloved, native land, 
Gladly with willing heart and hand 
We place our lives at Christ’s command, 
To country or city, to the nation’s youth, 
We'll go with the message of life and truth! 


Second Speaker—Here then is our task. There is only one way that 
these problems can be solved, and that is by the application of the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. Loyalty to Him demands that we try to 
finish the bringing of the Kingdom of Heaven here on earth. But above 
all remember that America is just you and me, and we must make her, 
“America, the Beautiful.” 

Third Speaker—We are the product of all that has gone before. We 
too, have the spirit of the pioneer, ready to face these new tasks. We 
love America, we believe in America, and with God’s help we go forth 
to make it in truth, “America, the Beautiful.” 

(Participants lead the audience in singing one or two stanzas of 
“America, the Beautiful.”) 


NOVEMBER 


The Call From Our Cities 


Instrumental Prelude: 


Call to Worship: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the proph- 
ets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not!”—Matt. 23:37. 


Hymn: “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life.” 
Scripture: Mark 1:32-39; Luke 19:41-48. 


Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we bow down in thy presence as we 
face the urgent call from our great American cities. These are ob- 
jects of thy love. Jesus wept over the city of the great King, and 
with broken heart beheld the city, that he loved so much, turn from 
his tender entreaty. We would that our cities should be a place of 
beautiful home life, a city of faith, a city of purpose, a place where 
mutual helpfulness is a prevailing motive; where friendship is raised 
to an exalted place, where beauty in art and development of science 
may prevail, and where-thy name shall be given due homage and. 
reverence. Bless the churches of every great city, and may they be 
powerful in winning allegiance to the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, In his holy Name we ask it. Amen. 


Hymn: “Hark! The Voice of Jesus Calling.” 
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Reading: The City—What Is a City? 
A city—that is where both Dives and Lazarus live. 
A city—that is where men die of loneliness in a crowd. 
A city—that is the land of plenty where men die of starvation. 
A city—that is where a thousand people live on an acre of ground 
that they never see. 
A city is where thousands live in a single block and never know 
they have a neighbor. 
A city is a place where may be seen both the glitter of vice and 
the glow of virtue. 
A city is a place where vice centers in sunless spots, and where 
virtue shines in secluded places. 
A city is all desert for some, all oasis for others. 
A city is a place which some greet with a cheer; others endure 
with tears. 
But a city may not be characterized in epigram. 
—Charles H. Sears. 
Sidelights on the City and Its Church: 

“In the days of Washington (1800) there were six cities with a com- 
bined population of about 200,000—Philadelphia, New York, Baltimore, 
Boston, Charleston and Salem. Now there are 946 cities over 5,000. 

“With half the population of America in cities today, and with this 
majority living in a world remote from rural activities, rural thought 
and rural economic standards, the traditions of the future bid fair to 
be city made... 

“There are 25 metropolitan districts listed by the United States 
Census Bureau. In these districts one-fourth of the population of the 
United States lives on one four-hundredth of the land area of the coun- 
try .... The districts are the dynamic, controlling centers of American 
life. In them every city problem is found in its tensest, most acute 
and active form.’—H. Paul Douglass, The City’s Church. 

“The problem of the city is the problem of the new civilization. The 
city paganized means civilization paganized. The city evangelized 
means civilization evangelized.”—Josiah Strong. 

Special Music: 

Leader: Our theme today is “The Call from Our Great Cities.” This 
implies a challenge to the church and to the individual Christian to meet 
the crying needs resulting from the phenomenal growth apparent in 
these great population centers. A hundred years ago the majority of 
workers were engaged in farming. Cities grew rapidly however, until 
immediately before the Civil War when there was a decade of increase 
in rural population due to the influence of the covered wagon move- 
ment to the West. But immediately after the Civil War our country 
became predominantly manufacturing until at the present time the 
agricultural workers number less than one fourth of our population. 
This rapid growth of our cities has been due to the rural migration to 
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the manufacturing centers, as well as to the enormous European and 
Asiatic immigration. The American Church has had its traditional 
training through several centuries when America was predominantly 
rural, and now in the space of a few decades, she discovers that she 
must cope with a disturbing condition which the comparatively new 
city presents. These urban centers have had such remarkable growth 
and have so many diverse aspects of population and custom, that they 
present a challenging call to the Church today. How shall we meet it? 


First Speaker—The preaching of the old gospel and teaching the Bible 
in our Sunday schools is our outstanding duty. Paul says to Timothy, 
“Preach the Word.” If we do this and reach the hearts of people and 
teach them the Word of God, all of these needs will be met. 


Third Speaker—In carrying out such a plan of work for our church, 
we need in a very definite way to put into practice what we have learned. 
There is so much that needs to be done in the way of helping the poor, 
visiting the hospitals and orphanages and old people’s homes, that there 
is much room for the churches to improve their Christian social service 
activities. 


Second Speaker—Certainly we are living in an age when the city is 
seemingly getting away from the influence of the church, and in order 
to do these things that are so essential, the church should be organized 
into proper groups so that each department of the church could do the 
work particularly adapted to their ages and capabilities. The Christian 
Endeavor, organized Sunday school classes, the Otterbein Guild, adult 
organizations, etc., should be organized with the idea of making con- 
tributions for the city’s well-being, working within the parish as well as 
beyond parish borders. To do this the church building ought to be de- 
veloped to accommodate these various age-group organizations. 


Fourth Speaker—The alarming conditions of vice, crime and demoral- 
ized government that are manifest in our city life, are such that require 
the church to organize for all kinds of political and social reform. Surely 
the city presents a great and challenging field for Christian activity. 
Are we able to accomplish all of these things effectively? 


Third Speaker—Church and State are separate, and as a church we 
ought not to engage in politics. Let us do all the good we can in every 
possible way we can. Let our motto be ‘Do good to all mankind,” and 
in an indirect way we shall certainly influence politics. There is dire 
poverty, indescribable loneliness, and there are many immigrants from 
foreign shores that need much help. If we look about us we can see 
many avenues for true Christian service. 


Second Speaker—This is all most challenging—crime, vice and gen- 
eral worldliness, which is the grossest kind of materialism—are condi- 
tions that the cities are presenting. In order to be of the best possible 
help, we must organize. The Youth Movement in our churches must 


11 


be federated in order to engage the young people effectively in the work 
that should be assigned to them. The youth of the church should be 
given practical objectives for worth while service, and what is true for 
them is also true for the adult groups. 


Fourth Speaker—The currents of unrighteousness are so identified 
with our social and political life that unless we meet them with a frontal 
attack, we shall be defeated. The church has always been a mighty re- 
form agency. She has to her credit the enactment of the Eighteenth 
Amendment, and it is her immediate task to win back that lost ground 
of social reform. The church must take a positive position against the 
folly of militarism. The church is only as strong as is her courage. 


First Speaker—‘‘Who is able for these things?” In our own strength 
we are quite insufficient. We must direct our thought to the source 
of all power and wisdom, and if we can make our churches become vital 
in seeking after Him, we shall discover that the church shall be equipped 
with the power sufficient to meet every need that has been suggested. 


Leader—Surely the call from the city is an insistent one. Shall we 
allow the great cities of our nation to become like unto Sodom and 
Gomorrah, or shall we as Christian people and as Christian churches 
dedicate ourselves to the redemption of these cities that are so fair to 
behold, so highly endowed with the culture of many races, so replete 
with achievement, and so potential of marvelous attainments? 

Hymn: “Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak.” 


Closing Prayer. 


NOTE—If desired the above dialogue might be presented very effectively as a 
panel discussion, using the material suggested for the various speakers as the basis 
for the discussion, 


DECEMBER 


Let There Be Peace! 


Call to Worship: Psalm 6/7. 


Response: “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies,” Verses 
1 and 4. 


Scripture Meditation: 
Hymn: (to be read or sung) “Watchman Tell Us of 
the Night,” Ist verse. 
Scripture reading: Isaiah 9:27, 
Hymn: (same as above) 2nd verse. 
Scripture reading: Micah 4:2-4. 
Hymn: (same as above) 3rd verse. 
Scripture reading: Isaiah 11:9. 





Hymn: (by the group) “Jesus Shall Reign.” 


A Letter Across the Borderline: (From “Across Borderlines.” Volume 
II, compiled by Florence Brewer Boeckel, National Council for Pre- 
vention of War, 532 Seventeenth St., N. W., Washington, D. C.) 
“The story and the letters which follow were brought to this country 

by the Friends’ Service Committee. Over the lines where No Man’s 

Land was very narrow, an English and a German aviator fought desper- 

ately. At last the German fell. The Englishman was seen to land be- 

side him and draw his body out from the wreckage. He carried it back 
behind the lines, and, as he did so, no soldier fired upon him. A little 

later the Germans saw the plane come back, flying low. Still they did 

not fire, but waited to see what he would do. At last he dropped a letter 

addressed to a woman in Germany. It was passed back through the 
lines and finally delivered to the mother of the German airman who had 
fallen. This is the letter: 

“T know you can’t forgive me for I killed him. But I want you to 
know he didn’t suffer. The end came quickly. He was very brave. I 
suppose I’m his enemy, yet I’d give my life to have him back. I didn’t 
think of him or you when | shot at his machine. He was an enemy spy- 
ing out our men. I couldn’t let him get back to tell his news. He 
nearly escaped me. He handled his machine magnificently. I thought 
how I should like to fly with him. But he was the enemy and had to 
be destroyed. I fired. It was over in a second. Just a blow on the 
head as the machine crashed to earth. His face shows no suffering. I 
know you must have loved him. My mother died when I was quite a 
little boy. But I know what she would have felt if I had been killed. 
War isn’t fair to women. God! how I wish it were over. I know his 
body must be dear to you. I will take care of it and mark his grave 
with a little cross. After the war you may want to take him home.” 
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And the answer which came back through the Red Cross to the Eng- 
lish boy was this: 


“Dear Lad: There is nothing to forgive. I see you as you are— 
your troubled goodness. I feel you coming to me like a little boy 
astounded at having done ill when you meant well. You seem my son. 
I am glad your hands cared for my other boy. He was my youngest. 
I think you saw his fineness. I know the torture of your heart since 
you have slain him. To women, brotherhood is a reality. For all men 
are our sons. That makes war a monster, that brother must slay brother. 
Yet perhaps women more than men have been to blame for this world 
war. We did not think of the world’s children, our children. And now 
my heart aches with repentance. I long to take you in my arms and 
lay your head upon my breast to make you feel through me your kin- 
ship with all the earth. Help me, I need you. Be your vision, my 
vision. Spread the dream of oneness and love throughout the land. 
When the war is over come to me.” 


Quiet Meditation and Directed Prayer. 
1. For all people of every nation. 


2. For all the leaders and those in authority in each nation. 

3. For Christian preachers and teachers everywhere. 

4. For readjustment of our own relationships with other people. 

5. To definitely commit ourselves to some active form of promoting 


peace among the people of the world. 


Hymn: (in unison) “In Christ There is No East or West.” 
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JANUARY 


The Great Commission 


Piano or Organ Prelude: (played softly). 


Opening Thought: The closing verses of Matthew’s Gospel are called 
“The Great Commission.” “And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, | am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 


Hymn: “O Zion Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling.” 
Scripture Lesson: Luke 4:16-21. 


Leader’s Words: The words we have just heard read have been called 
“Jesus’ Inaugural Address.” Jesus’ public ministry had just begun 
and he had come to Nazareth where he was brought up. Here in the 
synagogue on the Sabbath Day he read from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
After he had closed the book he said, “This day hath the Scripture 
been fulfilled in your ears.” It was true that God sent Jesus into 
the world to perform this mission. To this work he gave himself but 
the years of his ministry were few. To his disciples he left that great 
commission, sometimes called “Jesus’ Closing Address,” “to go and 
disciple all nations.” The Acts of the Apostles tell us the faithfulness 
with which these first disciples obeyed His words. But there are 
many more “acts of the apostles” of later generations—humble men 
and women whose names and deeds are not remembered—yet “It 
is set down in a musty volume of church history that Christianity 
was carried through Italy and the Roman Empire largely by the un- 
ordained Christians who commended their faith by their daily lives 
and their words. The final victory of Christianity will be won by 
that humble, unadorned and unordained company in every walk of 
life who commend their faith by their daily lives. Upon them hinges 

the outcome of missionary effort in this and every gen 
eration and land.” (From “The Rural Billion.’’) 

At this time we are to hear the story of a Japanese 
woman who is a modern apostle among her own people. 
This story was written by Mrs. B. F. Shively, one of 
our missionaries to Japan. 


Story: “A Co-Worker in Japan.” 

One day in the city of Kyoto, Japan, a little woman by 
eee hin, the name of Tanaka-san emerged from a department 
deny himself store with her arms full of bundles. She was getting 
and take up his +eady to go for a visit to her uncle’s home in the country, 


cross, and fol- ; : 
low me.” and according to the custom in Japan she must take 


15 


gifts to the various members of the family. It was the rush hour in 
the evening and although she was able to board a street car, she had 
difficulty in keeping her balance. A young woman seeing her dilemma 
offered her own seat, assisting her with the packages. 

In thanking her Tanaka-san said, “You are indeed very kind. You 
must be a Christian.” 

The young lady replied, “I am a Christian.” 

Tanaka-san was not particularly interested in Christians but she had 
heard that they were very kind. Presently the young woman alighted 
from the car, and Tanaka-san also a little farther on. 

Sometime after the visit to the country, Tanaka-san’s little five year 
old boy died and not long afterward she lost her husband. She was 
very lonely and not being able to find comfort, decided she wanted to 
know something about Christianity. She did not know any Christians. 
At last she decided to go to the neighborhood where lived that young 
woman who had been kind to her on the street car. She began inquir- 
ing if any Christians lived in that vicinity. Presently, she was directed 
to the home from which a young woman was seen to start out for church 
every Sunday morning. When Tanaka-san reached the house, she was 
delighted to find the very same young woman whom she had met that 
day on the street car. Tanaka-san was invited in and after a heart-to- 
heart talk, it was decided that they would go together to church the 
next Sunday morning. 

They went to our First U. B. Church, where Mr. Yasuda’s message 
seemed to touch her heart lifting her out of herself and giving her new 
hope. She began to attend faithfully the various meetings of the church 
and after some months was baptized and joined the church. Tanaka-san 
has been happy in her new faith. She beams her Christianity. Im- 
mediately she set to work to lead others to Christ and has succeeded in 
bringing a fine group of people to the church. One after another, as 
the apostles of old, she brings to the church services those who are 
earnestly seeking solutions for their problems. 

In order that she may not be dependent upon her relatives, she has 
been working in a post office. Knowing how many Japanese people 
have been laying aside a little money for a rainy day, by making small 
deposits each month in the Postal Savings, she worked out a plan for 
beginning a fund for a much needed church in Kyoto. Her suggestion 
was that church members and friends whom they could enlist, take 
shares (as much as they felt they could afford) of one cent a day. Many 
of the church members fell in line with her suggestion and a fund has 
recently been started in the name of the church in the Postal Savings 
Department of the Government Post Office. She was chosen to receive 
these shares and make these deposits. 

Thus Tanaka-san by her faithful service and practical suggestions is 
working for the establishment in Japan of the Kingdom of God. 
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Prayer: For more faithful witnessing on the part of all Christians. 


Hymn: “We've a Story to Tell to the Nations” (Illustrated) To be 
sung as a solo. 


NOTE: Use the first, second, and fourth verses of this hymn. Use a child or 
young person to illustrate the hymn in the following manner. While the first 
verse is sung she will hold a Christian flag; during the third verse she will hold 
an open Bible, and during the last verse, a picture of Christ—preferably the picture 
of the head of Christ. 





























The Church Tanaka-san Attends 














AY! 


FEBRUARY 


Kagawa, Disciple of Love and Service 


Prelude: Play softly “Love Divine All Loves Ex- 
celling.” 


Invocation: ©O God, Fountain of love, pour forth 
Thy Spirit into our hearts that we may love 
those whom thou lovest, even as thou lovest us. 
May we grow in Thy love and each day become 
more faithful disciples of the way, serving in 
humility of spirit and contriteness of heart our 
fellowmen for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 





Toyohiko Kagawa Hymn: “Love Divine All Loves Excelling.” (Sing 
first and second stanzas.) 

Scripture: For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have ever- 
lasting life. 

For God sent not his son into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through him might be saved. 

Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called the sons of God. 

Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his 
life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

But whosoever hath this world’s goods, and seeth his brother in 
need and shutteth up his bonds of compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him? 

Hymn: “Go Labor, On, Spend and Be Spent.7 

Story: ‘Kagawa, the Apostle of Love in Action.” 

In Kobe, Japan, a boy of thirteen came to the home of a missionary 
one Sunday, greatly excited and sobbing. He had been reading the 
story of the Cross of Christ, and was greatly moved by it. The mis- 
sionary realizing the distress of the lad took him to his home and led 
him to Jesus, where he experienced the power of the Gospel. That 
Sunday was the turning point in his life. He was baptized and from 
the first was intensely interested in the Sunday school and the ac- 
tivities of the church. 

The name of the boy was Toyohiko Kagawa, the son of a well-to-do 
and aristocratic family. Though his father died when he was young, he 
was brought up under the care of a wealthy uncle, who intended mak- 
ing Kagawa his heir. He gave his nephew every educational advantage 
with the expectation that he would follow a diplomatic career. However, 
upon his graduation from the middle school, he calmly announced that 
he was going to become a Christian minister, to the great disappoint- 
ment of his uncle, who immediately disinherited and expelled him from 
his home. 
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It was during the struggle of his student days at the Seminary in 
Kobe that his interest in social work in the slum district began. Be- 
cause of his tubercular condition, he was forced to leave school and 
spend a year in a fishing village where he saw the poverty and hard- 
ship of the fisherfolk. Upon his return to the Seminary he resumed his 
work in one of the slums of Kobe, preaching to the people in the streets. 
“Tt was one of the worst slums conceivable, a district where some eleven 
thousand people were living in eleven blocks, as many as nine people 
sleeping in a room six feet square.” 

His work in the slums usually began at six in the morning with a 
preaching service on the street at a spot where the laborers gathered 
before going out for the day’s work. This was followed by a round of 
visits to the sick, giving financial aid to as many as possible. He con- 
ducted and financed scores of funerals. He took in all who asked for 
a place to sleep until there was no more space on his floors and oc- 
casionally one of his guests would depart, carrying off some of his few 
belongings. Not infrequently he would have a guest suffering from 
some loathsome disease. At one time Kagawa contracted trachoma 
of the eyes by sharing his bed with a poor old waif. Because of this 
infection he is forced to use a powerful lens for reading and dark 
glasses to protect his sensitive eyes from the light. He especially loves 
children. Once he temporarily adopted a tiny baby whose mother had 
died. He took care of it, none too successfully, until he placed it in 
the safe keeping of its relatives. In telling about it, Kagawa said, “The 
baby wept and I wept.” 

He is the author of some sixty books and pamphlets. The majority 
of his books and pamphlets are written to further his work—believing 
that he can reach many with his message who could not be reached 
otherwise. “His writing is done with extreme care. Manuscripts often 
remain in his desk for months to be thought: over and perfected.” The 
royalties received from. his books are used to further his work among 
the poor. 

Kagawa is extremely practical. Like John Wesley, his religion is a 
religion of the heart. His sympathy is with suffering humanity, and he 
shares their lot. He has been and is a student, a social worker, philan- 
thropist, a writer, an evangelist, an educator, and a labor organizer. It 
would seem indeed difficult to say in which of these fields he is con- 
tributing most to Christ, but his work as a preacher stands first. He 
is one of the greatest evangelists of the present time. His method of 
using graphic illustrations when he speaks makes him easy to follow. 
The multitudes hear him, and many accept Jesus in each of his services. 
A local pastor has this to say about him: “Mr. Kagawa talked about 
two hours and a half to the audience of 1,200, some sitting in the aisle 
only a few feet from him. Later, 155 signed decision cards. With the 
previous night, that made 273 new decisions and | think they are all 
really honest about it, because the 18 assigned to my church are all 
found true decisions and nine of them are to be baptized next Sunday.” 
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What is the reason for this extraordinary devotion to the poor—to 
the extent of living, eating, and sleeping even with beggars, gamblers, 
drunkards, and criminals? To this question Kagawa replies, “I love 
them, that is all!” But what an inclusive “all” it is! And what results 
“love” does produce! He says, “The world must be saved through love. 
I stand against all learning, all institutions, all governments, all arts, 
all religions, which reject love. I protest against every so-called church 
which preaches faith and fails to love.” Kagawa’s religion is one of 
love. “Love is the supreme sovereign. Love alone can subdue the 
world. Love is my all in all.” 


Our Commission: (Leader reads) 

“Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
The missionary task is not optional. It is the central task of the church, 
and is obligatory upon every true follower of Christ. His command 
leaves no room for question. 


“Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
Where sound the ways of race and clan, 
Above the noise of selfish strife, 

We hear thy voice, O Son of Man.” 


Let Us Pray: (Have special intercession for this great Christian leader 
and his associates in Japan.) 


Closing Meditation: 
“Teach us, good Lord, to serve Thee as Thou deservest; 
To give and not to count the cost; 
To fight and not heed the wounds; 
To toil and not seek for rest; 
To labor and not ask for any reward 
Save that of knowing that we do Thy will, 
O Lord, our God. Amen.” 
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MARCH 


Building a New China 


Instrumental Prelude: ‘“O Zion Haste.” 


Call to Worship: The Lord is in his holy temple. The Lord is nigh 
unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth. He 
will fulfill the desire of them that fear him; he also will hear their 
cry, and will save them. 


The Lord’s Prayer. 


Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” (1st stanza.) 
Building a New China: (Three two-minute speeches. ) 

l=) Healing the Body. Story: “Dr. Ruth Leung.” 

Dr. Ruth Leung, or Leung Tsau Chan, as her Chinese friends call 
her, is a modest young Chinese woman. At an early age, upon the 
death of her father, Tsau Chan with three orphan sisters was taken into 
the home of Doctor Bigler. One of the sisters was drowned shortly 
afterwards and the other two grew to useful womanhood. Tsau Chan 
spent her early years in Miller Seminary. Afterwards she entered the 
Hackett Medical College for Women in China and graduated with 
honors. 

Then she came to be associated with Doctor Bigler, sharing in the 
hardships, the long trips, the long hours, and the strenuous dispensary 
days, which the sufferings in a great oriental city demand from them. 
Doctor Ruth speaks so seldom of herself and does her work in such an 
unpretentious manner that many overlook the depth of her character 
and the effectiveness of her service. “I have seen her come home,” said 
one of her associates, “on a hot summer day when 
she had helped to care for perhaps three hundred 
patients, very tired, but uncomplaining. She counted 
it an opportunity to serve.” 

The many mothers to whom she has ministered 
have unshakable confidence in her. So have hun- 
dreds of the boat people who call her to their float- 
ing homes on the Pearl River which surrounds 
Honam Compound. In her, one discovers the spirit 
of the Master. Her life ambition is to serve moth- 
ers and children as skillfully and lovingly as Doctor 
Bigler has done these forty years. 


Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” (2nd 
stanza.) 
2. Enlightening the Mind. Story: “Miss Helen 
Chan.” 
Thirty or more years ago our pioneer mission- 
aries in South China were searching for youth fit 
for the Master’s work. Among those selected was 
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an alert little girl, Her widowed mother was willing to entrust her to 
the missionaries, so Chan Fu Wan, later named Helen, was one of eight 
Chinese girls who first entered Miller Seminary. 


Early in her school experience she became conscious of God’s call to 
Christian service. When faced with the question of her life plans, she 
chose the Lord’s work and prepared herself for teaching. Following 
her graduation she was given a place on the staff and each year since 
has helped guide and direct the work. 

We mention only a few of the qualities that have made Helen Chan’s 
contribution so priceless to the school and to the lives of those who 
have known her. Miller Seminary had its birth amid mixed emotions 
of faith and fear. In the days following the Boxer uprising it seemed 
to have unfurled its banner in the face of tragedy and rough weather. 
No year has been without perils. When many were faint-hearted, Helen 
Chan stood by and bade us go forward. Her courage helped our faith 
to triumph. 

Miss Chan has suffered the handicap of a frail body, yet her strength 
of purpose and consecration have never wavered. She carries with her 
an air of dignity and poise. Refinement and order mark her every act. 
In patience she has taught students the fine art of living happily to- 
gether. 

With characteristic fearlessness and keenness of judgment, with the 
genius of a great teacher, the loyalty of a true friend, and the consecra- 
tion of a worthy Christian leader she has helped Miller Seminary 
weather the storms of thirty years. 


Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” (3rd stanza.) 
3. Transforming the Spirit. Story: “Pastor Ding Li Mei.” 


Pastor Ding is a Chinese Christian. He is a great winner of men and 
is often called “The Saint John of China.” He is preeminently a man of 
prayer and keeps a list of over 2,000 names of people scattered all over 
the world with whom he has covenanted to pray, each for the other by 
name, every day. 


During the Boxer uprising of 1900 Ding Li Mei was a young pastor. 
He was arrested, and over his quivering flesh were laid five hundred 
stripes. He was then thrust into a dark, filthy prison and did not ex- 
pect to live. When he finally recovered, his spirit took fire. From 
university to university he went, calling upon young people to yield 
themselves to Christ for His service. John R. Mott says this man has 
influenced more students to devote their lives to the Christian ministry 
than any other single individual in all the history of missions in Asia. 
In addition to his work among students he aims to quicken the spiritual 
lives of Christians, and lead them to become intercessors and personal 
workers. 


As we think of this man, moving like a living flame, over the great 
land of China, lighting up thousands of lives with a holy glow, and 
warming countless hearts with a Christ-like enthusiasm for service, we 
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cannot forget the missionary and his mission school in a little Chinese 
village of Shantung Province, where many years ago this great life had 
its beginning. 

Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” (4th stanza.) 

Silent Prayer: 


Leader: Let us give thanks for the faithful Chinese leaders who with 
the missionaries are seeking to build a new China on the foundation 
of Christ. 

(Pause) 

Let us pray that the chaotic conditions in China may yet be used 
of God to promote his kingdom in that land. 
(Pause) 

Let us ask ourselves whether we have been cooperating whole- 
heartedly in the building of that new order; in prayer; in the giving 
of our money. 

(Pause) 

Let us think now of something that we can do, and let us here 
pledge ourselves anew to join hands with the Christians of China in 
creating the “Family of God” on earth. 

(Pause) 


Hymn: “O Zion Haste’ (Some other hymn of action or consecration 
may be used.) 


NOTE: It might be well for the leader before announcing the first hymn to 
speak briefly of how the theme of the service is to be worked out in the hymn and 
three life stories of Chinese leaders; these could well be read by three young 
people; each can be read in two minutes. The stanzas of the hymn should be 
sung immediately after each story at the signal from the chorister. The audience 
should therefore be asked to keep the hymn before them. 
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APRIL 


Christian Neighborliness 


Piano Prelude: Medley of Worshipful Hymns. 

A Call to Worship: 

Leader: “Through love, be servants one to another. For the whole 
law is fulfilled in one word even in this: Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself !’—Gal. 5:13, 14. 

Response: 

“Love thyself last. Look near behold thy duty 
To those who walk beside thee down life’s road; 
Make glad their days by little acts of beauty 
And help them bear the burden of earth’s load.’”—Anon. 

Hymn: “Lord Speak to Me” or “Help Somebody Today.” 

Prayer. 

Scripture Reading: My Responsibility to My Neighbor as expressed by 
a. Jesus—Mark 12 :30-31. 

b. Paul—Romans 12:10; Gal. 6:2. 
ce. John—I John 3:17-18. 

Leader’s Comment: In this land of ours where so many races, Indian, 
European, Negro, and Oriental, live side by side, it is well for us to 
give heed to the words of Scripture just read which tell us plainly 
that love is the secret of neighborliness. As Christian neighbors love 
must be the directing power of all of our relationships with our fel- 
lowmen. Miss Bertha Conde says that much of the illness of the 
world is a result of the conflict in the inner lives of people who at- 
tempt to love God and hate their neighbor at the same time. Only 
as we love our fellowmen, regardless of color or race, can we truly 
love God who is the Father of us all. 

Story: “The Training of Missionary Mary.” 

Hymn: “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life’ or “O Master Let 
Me Walk with Thee.” 


Prayer: 
“Grant us to live as children 
should 


Who heed one Father’s call 

And ’round a common place of 
prayer, 

Desire the good of all. 

So help us serve each other, 
Lord, 

Whate’er our race or clan 

That through our love for each 
may come 

: sc The brotherhood of man. Amen.”’ 

“Thirty millions in the last century” —Rev. Calvin W. Laufer. 
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The Training of Missionary Mary 
By Eleanor Porter 

No one in the church was more entirely devoted to missions than Mary 
Hancock. In fact, someone had dubbed her “Missionary Mary.” She 
it was who always packed the missionary barrels, took charge of the 
mite boxes, and entertained visiting missionaries. She had always been 
at the head of the church missionary society, was always ready to re- 
spond when funds were needed to educate a Hindu orphan or a southern 
mountaineer. She talked very feelingly of the “poor benighted heathen” 
and frequently expressed her belief as to her duty toward those 
“brothers and sisters still living in outer darkness.” 

For her lovely little daughter Muriel, she craved no more glorious 
career than that of a missionary in the darkest corner of the earth. 
Muriel was at this time nine years of age, fair-haired, blue-eyed, deli- 
cate, and spiritual. 

Now Mrs. Hancock had never seen a heathen or a southern moun- 
taineer. Her home was, and always had been, in a small New England 
town, sheltered by mountains and hemmed in by conservatism. Theo- 
retically she knew everything about rescuing the perishing; practically, 
she knew nothing. However, the heathen were very vivid to Mary 
Hancock; and always she pictured them as being led to the light by her 
daughter Muriel. She could close her eyes and see a vast crowd of 
dusky, kneeling figures with rapt, eager faces turned toward the deli- 
cate, saint-like, radiant face of Muriel, clad in flowing robes of white 
with an open book, and with an uplifted, beckoning hand. Yes, it was 
easy to picture Muriel among the heathen. 

Muriel never missed a missionary meeting. She even went to the 
conferences in the neighboring towns. It was part of her training, you 
see. One very warm afternoon Mrs. Hancock and Muriel returned from 
a four days’ missionary conference in a neighboring town, to find the 
long vacant house next to their home occupied. She wondered who 
would be her new neighbors. As she stepped out of the cab and started 
up the walk, she paused. On her front steps sat a barefoot, dirty, 
ragged little girl eating peanuts. On the ground at the little girl’s feet 
sprawled a boy, a little younger, a little dirtier. Under the apple tree, 
not far away were a man, a woman and two children, one a child of 
perhaps about two years of age, the other a small baby in his arms. 
Instinctively Mary Hancock thrust Muriel half behind her. “Why, 
how—who—what does this mean?” she demanded. 

The boy scurried behind a syringa bush. The girl almost fell down 
the steps, dropping the peanuts as she went. The man jumped to his 
feet almost dropping the baby. He removed his cap and bowed very 
low before her. His smile revealed two dazzling rows of teeth. “You 
live-a here?” he asked. 

Blido. 

“We, too, live-a here,” pointing to the house next door. 

Mary Hancock almost screamed, “You, you live there?” 
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“Si—Yes, Signora, in dees house. We come-a two, tr’ee, four day 
away. We are—what you say-a?—da neighbors? Si—yes?” 

Mrs. Hancock looked wildly about her. ‘‘Muriel, come, let us go into 
the house, at once.” From behind the half closed blinds Mary Hancock 
watched her neighbors slowly wend their way from her beautifully kept 
yard to their unkept one. Then she hastily pulled down all the shades. 

That night at the dinner table she sought an explanation from her 
husband. “William, what does it mean—those dreadful people in the 
old Dennet house? Who are they?” 

“Italians,” said William, “Cosetti is the name. They came here to 
work in the foundry.” 





“William, you don’t mean they are going to live there?” 

“Looks like it.” 

“But William, they are .. .” Suddenly, realizing that Muriel was 
listening, she stopped. 

The next morning at eleven o’clock Muriel went out into the yard to 
play. Muriel never went out to play until eleven o’clock. Mary Han- 
cock believed in system, and she had system for Muriel. At seven she 
rose; at eight she wiped the dishes, at nine she practiced, at ten she 
sewed, and at eleven she played. That is, she took her dolls and picture 
book out into the garden and placed them sedately in the summer house. 
Today she did not play house with her dolls as usual, for in the neigh- 
boring yard two girls and three boys were playing. The moment the 
children saw her they ran to the summer garden in Muriel’s back yard. 

“Hello,” said one of the girls. 

“How do you do,” said Muriel. Of course, she was never allowed to 
Sayyartleloss 

“Come on over and play.” 

That was a very simple matter and in a moment Muriel was in the 
neighbor’s yard, something she had never done before. Such wonderful 
beings they were. They played the most fascinating games. Presently 
she heard, “Muriel, Muriel, come here to mother, at once!’ Of course, 
Muriel came. 

“Why my poor little daughter, how did it happen?” 

“How did what happen, mother?” 

“How did you happen to go over in their yard?” 

“T just went and they are perfectly lovely, mother. They are so much 
nicer than dolls. Mother they are wonderful!” 

The cautious mother of an only child fell back in dismay. “But 
Muriel, I can’t let you.” 

“Mother,” said the eager little voice again, “there is the dearest little 
tiny girl, she is so much more fun than a doll. They know the cutest 
games. If I practice well, may I go back this afternoon?” 

“Of course not, my daughter; of course not, don’t mention it.” 

The next morning Muriel went out as usual at eleven o'clock, carry- 
ing her dolls to the summer house. At eleven-thirty Mary Hancock 
looked out the window. There, in her own back yard were the new 
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neighbors—Muriel sitting in their midst. She hurried to the door. But 
before she had a chance to speak Muriel said, “Oh, here is mother; now 
come, mother, and be introduced.” Now Mary Hancock had spent so 
much time teaching Muriel what to do when she was introduced and 
she knew that she must set the example. ‘here was nothing else to do. 
Muriel’s eager little voice went on: “This is Carlotta Cosetti, and this 
is Rosina Cosetti, and this is Clementina Cosetti, and this is Christopher 
Cosetti, and this is Valentino Cosetti, and this is the baby Angelica 
Cosetti.” There was a moment’s pause. 

On Muriel’s face was a look of confident expectancy; and Mary Han- 
cock knew that she was expected to take each new neighbor by the 
hand in cordial welcome as Muriel had been taught to do in acknowl- 
edgment of introduction. “How—how do you do?” she stammered. She 
was hoping to escape the hand shaking. But the insistent voice of little 
Muriel said, “Shake hands with the lady, Valentino, shake hands. This 
is the way to learn to be polite, you see.” Six dirty little hands were 
presented and Mary Hancock was forced to shake them all. 

“You see, mother,” said Muriel, “I told them I couldn’t come over in 
their yard, so they all came over here. We are having a lovely time.” 

“T am sorry, Muriel, but it is time for you to come in now. Yes, at 
once. You must have your bath before luncheon.” 

That night as Mary Hancock was putting Muriel to bed and hearing 
her prayers, she told her not to invite the children again. She gave no 
reason except that mother thinks best. Muriel was grieved and keenly 
disappointed, but she obeyed, for the next day when Mary Hancock 
looked out and saw all the children in her yard as usual, she called, 
“Muriel, what did mother say?” 

“You said not to invite them, mother, but weren’t they dear; they 
came without being invited.” 

That night Mary Hancock appealed to her husband. “William, some- 
thing must be done about those unspeakable Italians.” 

“What is the matter with them? They seem a good-natured lot.’ 

“Good-natured, William! This afternoon I went to their back yard, 
and would you believe me, six children, mother, and father and four 
boarders are living in that house. William, do you want your child to 
associate with children like that?” 

“Well,” said William, “is there any harm? Just don’t let her play 
with them if you don’t approve.” 

“T’m sure I don’t know what to do for Muriel is completely fascinated 
with them. She’s never touched one of her dolls since she’s seen that 
Italian baby. I'll have to keep her in the house.” 

Just how the matter would have worked out is a question if Mrs. 
Hancock had not been summoned to her mother’s bedside the next day. 
It was necessary to ask Aunt Jane, Mr. Hancock’s sister, to stay with 
Muriel and keep the house while Mary was away. Her absence was 
prolonged from days to weeks, toa month. The aged mother had grown 
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worse and it was necessary for Mary Hancock to remain. One day she 
received a letter from Jane. 


“T am sorry,” she wrote, “to trouble you, but matters have gone utter- 
ly beyond my control. It is about Muriel. Don’t worry, she is per- 
fectly happy, too happy, in fact. When I first came I had no trouble, 
Muriel stayed quietly in the house playing with her dolls. She actually 
looked lonely and homesick and I felt sorry for the little thing. 


“Then, one day came a sudden and most marvelous change. Muriel 
had gone home after Sunday school and I had stayed to church. When 
I opened the front door, the house seemed filled with wild screams of 
delight, which sent me in haste to the bath room. There, I found Muriel 
and the two youngest Cosetti children. ‘What in the world,’ I called. 
‘Auntie,’ called Muriel, ‘what do you think? They are the heathen, why 
didn’t I know it before? They are regular heathen. On the way home 
from Sunday school I walked behind two men, ‘one of them said, “Isn’t 
it too bad that heathen Italian family moved into this neighborhood?” 
Isn’t it wonderful, Auntie, I don’t have to go away from home to take 
care of the heathen, I can do it right here.’ 


““But Muriel,’ I said, ‘Mother had said you were not to play with 
the Cosetti children.’ 


““T’'m not playing with them. I’m being a missionary to them. Be- 
ing clean is next to being good, and that is what a missionary is for. I 
have used the very nicest soap on them, and mother’s nicest wash cloths 
and mother’s best perfumery. I don’t have to grow up to be a mis- 
sionary, I’ve started missionarying already.’ 


“I’m sure, Mary, I don’t know what to do, she is so serious about it. 
All day long she teaches those children what to eat, and what to wear, 
and how to shake hands, and to wash behind their ears. She teaches 
them to sing, and pray, and she’s taught them to salute the flag. What 
shall I do? Shall I let it go on? On the other hand, can I stop it with- 
out shattering ... Well, for some reason I feel that I don’t want to be 
the one to shatter it. I’m sorry but I had to tell you. Lovingly, Jane.” 


With shaking fingers Mary Hancock folded the letter. Her eyes 
were wet, yet frightened. Before them danced old time visions, a group 
of dusky, kneeling figures, with faces turned toward the saint-like, 
radiant face of Muriel, clad in flowing robes of white and with uplifted, 
beckoning hand. And then came the reality—no dusky, kneeling throng, 
no unapproachable aloofness, but a swarm of dirty, lively little Italian 
children being washed in the bath tub. “It shall not be,” said Mary 
Hancock. “I shall write to Muriel tonight.” 


But she did not write that night, for the invalid mother passed away, 
and for many days her heart and hands were full. At last she went 
home, home to Muriel. Her husband was with her. He had come for 
the funeral. At the home station they found everyone in wild confusion. 
There had come a sudden smallpox scare, and many were reported to be 
ill, and among them was Muriel. 
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The frightened mother and father fairly ran up the hill toward the 
little house. 

At the door they met Aunt Jane, “Don’t worry,” she said, “It is all 
right, it is not smallpox, only chicken pox. The doctor says she'll be 
all right soon. But I don’t know whatever I would have done but for 
them. They would have taken Muriel to the pest house; if it hadn’t 
been for them.” By “them” she meant Mr. and Mrs. Cosetti, standing 
bashfully in the hallway. ‘““No one would come near me,” went on Aunt 
Jane. “Everyone was so frightened, and the officers came to take Muriel 
to the pest house and the Cosetti family saw them and came in and 
Mis: Gosetti has never leit?me since.” 

“It ees nothing,” said the little Italian woman softly. “It ees glad 
that I am to be the help.” 

Mary Hancock noticed how smooth her hair was and how clean her 
breast. 

“Da lettle garl—she be so good to us, Signora,’ beamed the man. 
“She teach-a da song of dees countree—‘Sweet Lan of Libertee.’ We 
love-a da song. We love-a da countree. We love-a lettle garl.” 

“It ees like this,” said the woman, “Da lettle girl we loves her so 
well. She is so good! She teech-a us so much. In my own country, I 
hear a story like this. A marble woman, a beautiful woman—what you 
call it?-—-was put up where all peoples who look want to be beautiful 
also—yes. They comed and looked and looked and looked and by and 
by they made smooth their hair and made clean their clothes, and their 
faces, so to be like her—beautiful, you know. And so it is now. this 
lettle girl—what you call her? Muriel?—she ees our marble woman. 
My lettle girls wear now the hair ribbon to tie their hair. They keep 
clean their faces and behind the ears and they read-a da book, and they 
don’t play the noise on Sunday. So you see, she teech-a me too. She 
teach-a me to shake-a da hand and to be polite. And I teach-a you 
my lady, I long know this sickness, little red things on the face and my 
man he keep-a da children, and cook-a da food and I stay here and 
teech-a you how to make the sickness go away from our little girl. Oh, 
she so sweet to teech-a me, ‘My Country ’Tis.’ She make-a me love 
America. She make-a my children good, and me I make-a her well.” 

There was a moment’s pause. Then impulsively Mary Hancock 
stretched out a hand to each. “Thank you,” she whispered, “thank you. 
I am fortunate in having such good neighbors.” 





—The Missionary Review of the World. 


MAY 


Honoring God in the Countryside 


Prelude: Sacred music, played well and reverently, as a preparation 
to worship. 


Call to Worship: The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; 
the world and they that dwell therein. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; fear before him all 
the earth. 


Hymn: “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above.” 


Prayer: By the leader. (Pray for open vision and new light of knowl- 
edge; pray for deeper devotion to the will of God; pray for a keener 
appreciation of God’s great out-of-doors; pray for the farmers of our 
land, the men and women who feed the world. While still in an 
attitude of prayer, read the following prayer-poem.) 


“For flowers that bloom about our feet; 
For tender grass so fresh and sweet; 
For songs of bird and hum of bee; 

For all things fair we hear and see, 
Father in heaven, we thank Thee! 


“For blue of stream and blue of sky; 

For pleasant shade and branches high; 
For fragrant air and cooling breeze; 

For beauty of the blooming trees, 

Father in heaven, we thank thee!” Amen. 


Leader: “Jesus Christ belonged to the countryside. The scenes of his 
life were laid among the fields and hills and along the roadside, in 
gardens and wilderness and desert. He spent his days in the com- 
pany of peasants, shepherds, fishermen, vineyard keepers, carpenters 
and local tradesmen. His speech was colored by theirs, and they 
heard and understood him. He was one of them.” (From “The 
Rural Billion.”’) 

Let us hearken again to some of the familiar 
passages which tell us of Jesus’ familiarity with 
the open country. 


God’s Word. 


Leader: This is a service of worship when 
we honor the God of the country-side, the 
God of the open air, the God of 
the farms and plains; the God 
of growing crops and _ toiling 
farmers. Let us prayerfully 
meditate upon the thoughts 
which will be presented to us. 






Reading: (to be given by some one, not the leader.) 

“The unknown farmer lives and dies a life of service for others, un- 
heralded and unsung. Legion is his name. He lives in your country 
and mine. He dwells on the plains of the Texas Panhandle and in the 
farthest recesses of the Kentucky mountains. This unknown farmer 
doesn’t amount to much. He doesn’t make a great deal of noise. He 
is seldom acclaimed in the headlines. Public speeches are a bit out of 
his line. He flies no red flags. He lives unobtrusively. At elections he 
votes his convictions. He is one of the general average. No monn- 
ment has ever been erected to this unknown farmer. He really doesn’t 
feUrcevcl ye Div Cleese DOK SSIS) lOeeEEDeTHE WORLD!” 
(From “The Rural Billion.”) 

Hymn: “Work for the Night is Coming.” 

Leader: Do God and the church actually count for something in the 
rural areas of our land? With his wonderful opportunity to see the 
handiwork of God and to cooperate with the natural laws ordained 
by God, does the farmer really take advantage of his high privilege? 

Reading: (to be given by some one not the leader.) 

“A recent study was made of 200 dairy farmers living near Chicago. 
This survey showed that those who are church members are more pro- 
gressive in their farm practices than are non-members. They are also 
more responsive as you would expect, to idealistic motives. Of these 
200 farmers 34 per cent were ‘strong for the church’; 22.5 per cent were 
moderately for the church; 36 per cent were weak in their endorsement 
of the church; 7 per cent were neutral; and one-half of one per cent were 
opposed to the church. 

“They were strong for the church, yet they comprised two-thirds of 
those who favor progressive farm organizations such as the Farm 
Bureau and the Pure Milk Association. The church makes us social- 
minded, interested in others, willing to join with others in worthwhile 
tasks. Furthermore this surveyed area showed that these church men 
are more concerned for human health and happiness than for their own 
personal profit. They favored having their cows tested for tuberculosis. 
They were concerned about the health of the babies in the city who 
drank the milk from their herds. Thus the church actually registers in 
conduct. These men would come up to Micah’s standard, ‘to do justly 
and to love kindness and to walk humbly with thy God.’ ’’—(Adapted 
from “What’s Right With the Rural Church,” by Felton.) 

Leader: The rural church in the open country-side offers a great op- 
portunity to share in the great uncompleted tasks of the world. The 
rural church is the cradle of our religious education. In these days 
of chance, the rural church is hard pressed in many places. Let us 
all think soberly of the actual part we can take in carrying the gospel 
of Christ to the country-side. 

Hymn: “Awake My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve” or “To the Work, 
to the Work.” 

Closingsberayet -9 lle: Lord’s; Prayer in wii on. 
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JUNE 


Saving America’s Most Valuable Asset—The Children 


Instrumental Prelude: 


Call to Worship—by the leader. 

“Let us extol our God, and bless His name for ever and ever.” 

“Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; and his greatness 
is unsearchable.” 

“One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall de- 
clare thy mighty acts.” 

“All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints shall 
bless thee.” 


Hymn: (If the “Hymnal for American Youth” is accessible sing No. 
208, “Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak.” If that is not acces- 
sible, sing, “Come, Thou Almighty King.’’) 


Scripture: 

Eph. 4:11-13. The workers. 
John 4:34. Their responsibility. 
John 4:35. The field. 

Prayer: (The leader should announce that after each sentence he will 
pause. As he pauses the group will respond in unison, “We thank 
thee O Lord.” Several persons may previously be appointed to sit 
in the audience and be responsible for leading the response.) 

Leader: Our Father, we thank Thee for the boys and girls of America. 

Response: We thank Thee, O Lord. 

Leader: For parents and teachers who believe in little children, and 
who deal wisely with their problems, 


Response: We thank Thee, O Lord. 

Leader: For a nation that senses the need for spiritual and moral train- 
ing for every child that he may be helped to stand firm under the 
pressure of life; 


Response: We thank Thee, 
O Lord. 


Leader: For the faithful and 
loving service of leaders 
of children in the church 
school, 


Response: We thank Thee, 
O Lord. 

Leader: Because we have 
been blind to the spiritual 
needs of the many un- 
churched boys and girls 








in America; because we have been slow to accept the command of the 
Master who said, “Go .. . Teach,” we ask Thy forgiveness, Father. 
Amen. 


Prayer: Our Father God, we pray for understanding hearts that we 
may see the greatness and beauty of our task—that of saving the 
boys and girls of our nation. Help us to guard the personality of 
each little child as his most precious right. Help us to provide for 
each child in America such training as will prepare him for more 
abundant Christian living. We pray for wisdom as we take their 
hands in ours and try to lead them to Thee. Grant us love and 
patience that we may truly show forth Jesus by our lives and by our 
words. Amen. 


Poem: “O Lord, Thy Benediction Give.” 


O Lord, thy benediction give 

On all who teach, on all who learn, 
That so thy church may holier live, 
And every lamp more brightly burn. 


Give those that teach pure hearts and wise, 
Faith, hope, and love all warmed by prayer: 
Themselves first training for the skies, 
Thy best will raise their people there. 
(Hymnal for American Youth) 


Story: Mrs. Sloop Does Her Part to Save America’s Most Valuable 
Asset, the Children. 


Twenty years ago, Eustace Sloop and his wife, Mary Martin Sloop, 
took themselves and their profession, which was all they had in the 
world, and built a small cabin in Crossnore, North Carolina. 


Eustace Sloop and his wife were both doctors, and little by little they 
won their way to honest friendship among the mountain people. 

Their first approach to the real Crossnore was by way of a little 
shack that served as schoolhouse and church. On the first Sunday after- 
noon, they found men, women and children gathered together, eager to 
hear the Bible stories. The first thing the two doctors did was to 
become Sunday school teachers. 


During the week Mrs. Sloop had a sewing class for little girls from 
ten to fourteen. They were youngsters in years, but not in experience. 
The youngsters as well as the parents considered them ready for mar- 
riage at the age of fourteen—and fourteen began with the thirteenth 
birthday. 

Mrs. Sloop wondered what she could do to stop it, and she decided 
that school would be the best way. She began to appeal for money, and 
sent some of her sewing class girls off to mission boarding schools in 
the Southern Mountains. (This might postpone marriage till at least 
sixteen !) 
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Then came Mamie. Mamie was only thirteen. She had taken care 
of her father and six brothers and sisters for three years after her 
mother’s death. Now she was about to get married. Mrs. Sloop urged 
her to go off to school. But even after securing a scholarship for her, 
Mamie could not go without clothes. Mrs. Sloop wrote a letter to 
some cousins asking them to send her any clothes that they could spare. 
Soon a whole trunkful of clothes came to Mrs. Sloop, but every dress 
in that trunk was black! Mrs. Sloop had forgotten that her cousins 
were in mourning. Certainly Mamie couldn’t go away to school in inky 
black! 

Mrs. Sloop told her troubles to one of the mountain mothers who 
responded, ‘Let me try to sell the black dresses, and we’ll buy some- 
thing new for Mamie.” Women bought the clothes eagerly and wanted 
more ! 

Mrs. Sloop wrote more letters and sent more Mamies off to school. 
The projects grew and grew. In time, Mrs. Sloop stopped sending boys 
and girls away for schooling. Her second-hand store was earning 
enough to build a school at home. Today, if you could somehow have 
an opportunity to talk with Mrs. Sloop as she goes over what is now a 
$90,000 plant, she would tell some of the things that happened when 
there was no school at all. 

It is not only buildings that have grown out of Dr. and Mrs. Sloop’s 
planning, but people. Little Mamie, the first pupil-product of old 
clothes, today is a public health nurse. 

Almost every graduate goes on from Crossnore to college, and many 
afterward come back, to do their share of carrying on the spirit that 
started things going twenty years ago. We can well say that Mrs. 
Sloop is verily doing her part to save America’s most valuable asset— 
the children. 
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JULY 


God of All Nations 


Musical Prelude: “O Worship the King.” (Played softly.) 
Call to Worship: 
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof: 
The world and they that dwell therein. 
For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the 
floods. (Psalm 24:1, 2.) 


O, come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the 
Lord, Our Maker. 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the 
sheep of his hand. (Psalm 95:6, 7.) 


For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. (John 3:16.) 


Hymn: “In Christ There Is No East or West” or “Jesus Shall Reign 
Vihere erthe sun, 


Leader’s Statement: 

“Christianity is not a western religion, nor is it yet effectively ac- 
cepted by the Western world as a whole. Christ belongs to the peoples 
of Africa and Asia as much as to the European or American. We call 
all men to equal fellowship in Him. But to come to Him is always 
self-surrender. We must not come in the pride of national heritage or 
religious tradition; He who would enter the Kingdom of God must 
become as a little child. .. . He is the desire of all nations.” 

—From “The Christian Message of the Jerusalem Meeting of the 
International Missionary Council,’ Easter, 1928. 


Scripture: (To be read by some one who has been previously selected.) 

Acts 17 :22-31. 

Prayer-seinesLord’s Prayer, (In Unison.) 
mtOnyrmehkevac. Y. Cheng, D:D. 

At the great Missionary Conference held 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1910, a deep im- 
pression was made by a young Chinese man, 
Dr. Cheng Ching-yi. (In Chinese the last 
name comes first.) Since that time he has 
steadily grown in power and influence and is 
now called “The Great Prophet of China.” 

This famous leader was baptized when he 
was five years old. He grew up in a home 
fragrant with Christian influences. He was ed- 
ucated in mission schools and later studied in 
some of the famous universities of the world. 





35 


The National Christian Conference of China was held in Shanghai, 
in 1922 and Doctor Cheng was the presiding officer. He was a wonder! 
The rapidity and ease with which he could shift from one language to 
another kept one in a perfect whirl of astonishment. Scholar, states- 
man, above all Christian, Doctor Cheng would be a prince among any 
group of men. 


He is a scholar—you can tell that at the first glance. He is a Chris- 
tian, and how like a Christian he looks, too. He is a statesman and you 
do not need a second glance to see it. And he is a Chinese, no doubt 
about that, either; but somehow you feel that his race and nationality 
are not the things that impress you first and most. 


When the “Five Year Movement of China” was launched Doctor 
Cheng became its leader. Ask him the object of the movement and he 
will tell you. “It is to broaden and deepen the life of the Chinese Church 
and to double the membership in our churches by 1935.” 


Ask Doctor Cheng what he thinks of America and he will say, “It 
is beautiful. Our Chinese name for America is just that—‘Beautiful 
Country.’ ”’ 


Ask him what he thinks of the Bible and he will answer, “It is the 
greatest book in the world! It is the book my people need.” 


Ask Doctor Cheng if he thinks missionaries are still needed in China. 
He says: “Do not think your work is done because a growing Chinese 
Church has been organized. We need not a few thousand but millions 
of followers of Jesus who will apply his ideals to life. China can be- 
come great and strong in no other way. Come over and help us! We 
who are his followers must go forward together in his pathway. We 
need you badly and you need us. I plead with the churches of America 
and Europe to pray intelligently, earnestly, and constantly in behalf of 
China. We need an increase in Christian workers, both general mis- 
sionaries and specialists. More than all else we want men and women 
with evangelistic zeal.” 

Ask him what is his hope for Christianity in his chaotic and turbulent 
country and this great man of faith will look you straight in the eye 
and say, “With God all things are possible. Let us march forward! 
. . . Our people are rubbing their eyes, they are standing on tiptoe, 
and with outstretched hands they are crying, ‘We want to see Jesus!” 


Hymn: “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life,” or “Lead on, O 
King Eternal.” 
Meditation: 
O Lord of heaven, and earth, and sea, 
To Thee all praise and glory be; 
How shall we show our love to Thee, 
Who givest all? 


NOTE—If at all possible display prominently a large map of the world or flags 
from several nations. 


36 


Instrumental Prelude: 


AUGUST 


Sharing Christ with Others 


Call to Worship: 
“O sing unto the Lord a new song 

Sing unto the Lord, all the earth 

Sing unto the Lord, bless His name, 

Show forth His salvation from day to day. 
Declare His glory among the nation 

His marvelous works among all the peoples.” 


Hymn: ‘Fairest Lord Jesus.” 


Leader: 


“Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult.” 


This hymn shows something of the loveliness of Jesus Christ. 


He is the one altogether lovely. There is no figure in any other re- 
ligion to compare with Him. He and He alone can cleanse hearts, 


bring joy, peace and salvation. 
brotherhood. 
of nations. 


must share Him with others. 


Why We Must Share Him. 
i: 


iS 





For the sake of Christ. 


He alone can give the spirit of 
He alone can solve the problems of individuals and 
He is the most precious of all our possessions and we 


(Three brief talks.) 


Jesus Christ Himself commanded that His disciples and all 
those who follow Him were to be busy carrying on His work in 
the world, and helping to spread abroad the light of the gospel 


of Jesus Christ. 
For the sake of others. 


When we stop to think of what Christ means to us, and the 


on 


difference Christianity has made 
in the material, social and spirit- 
ual world about us, we realize 
that we ourselves would not 
want to try to live without 
Christ and the abundant life He 
came to bring to us, He came 
to bring to all mankind. Miul- 
lions are still deprived of a 
share of these blessings. Sure- 
ly none of us can be satisfied to 
selfishly enjoy our blessings 
ourselves, but we must show 
our love for Christ by love lived 
out in our daily lives for others. 


For the sake of ourselves. 
In order to keep Christ’s pres- 


ence in our own hearts we must share Him with others. If we 

try to keep Him only for ourselves we lose Him. 
Story: “The White Fire.” 

Three men came to Love the Lord, asking a gift of his white fire, 
and the gift was not denied. “Take it, keep it, use it!” said Love the 
Lord; and they answered joyfully, “Yea, Lord, this will we do!” 

Then the three fared forth on their way, the old way, the new way, 
and the only way; yet they went not together, but each by himself 
alone. 

Presently one came to a dark valley, full of men who groped with 
their hands, seeking the way, and finding it not, for they had no light; 
and they moaned, and cried, “Oh! that we had light, to show us the 
way.” 

Then that man answered aloud, “Yea, and there shall be light!” 

And he took the fire that was given him of Love the Lord, and made 
of it a torch, and held it aloft, and it flashed through the darkness like a 
sword, and showed the way; and he leading, they following, they came 
safely through that place into the light of day. 

The second man went by another path of the way, and it led him 
over a bleak moor, where the wind blew bitter keen, and the rocks 
stood like frozen iron; and here were men shivering with cold, huddling 
together for warmth, yet finding none, for they had no fire. And they 
moaned, and cried, “Ah! if we had but fire to keep the life in us, for 
we perish!” 

And the man said, “Yea, there shall be fire!” 

And he took the fire that he had of Love the Lord, and spread it out, 
and set faggots to it, and it blazed up broad and bright; and the folk 
gathered round it, and held their hands and warmed themselves at it, 
and forgot the bitter wind. 

Now the third man went his way also; and as he went he said to 
himself, “How shall I keep my fire safe, that no fierce wind blow it 
out, and no foul vapour stifle it?) I know what I will do: I will hide 
it in my heart, and so no harm can come to it.” And he hid the fire 
in his heart, and carried it so, and went on. 

Now by and by those three came to the end of the way, and there 
waited for them one in white, and his face veiled. He said to the first 
man, “What of your fire?” 

And the man said, “I found folk struggling in darkness, and I made 
a torch of my fire, and showed them the way; now it is well-nigh 
wasted, yet still it burns.” 

And he in white said, “It is well; this fire shall never die.” 

Then came the second, and of him, too, that one asked, “What of 
your fire?” 

And he said, “I found men shivering with nought to warm them, 
and I gave my fire, that they might live, and not die.” 

And he in white answered again, “It is well; this fire too shall never 


die.” 
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Then came the third, and answered boldly, and said, “I have brought 
my fire safe, through peril and through strife; lo, see it here in my 
heart!” 

Then that one in white put aside his veil; and it was Love the Lord 
himself. “Alas!” he said, “what is this you have done?” 

And he opened the man’s heart; and inside it was a black char, and 
white ashes lying in it—From “The Silver Crown,” by Laura E. 
Richards. Used by permission of Little, Brown and Company, Pub- 
lishers. 

Scripture Reading: 

Romans 1:14-16. 

Romans 10:9-15. 

Acts 20335. 


Prayer. 
Song: “We've a Story to Tell to the Nations.” 
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SEPTEMBER 


Preparing the Way of Christ in Africa 


Leader and two assistants take their places on the 
platform. 
Congregation sings with spirit, chorus of “Glory, 
Glory, Hallelujah, Our God is Marching on.” 
Leader: 
“The earth is circling onward out of shadow 
into light; 
The stars keep watch above our way, how- 
ever dark the night; 
For every martyr’s stripe there glows a bar of 
morning bright; 





And love is marching on. 


“Lead on, O cross of martyr faith, with thee is victory; 

Shine forth, O stars and reddening dawn, the full day yet to be; 

On earth His kingdom cometh, and with joy our eyes shall see, 
Our God is marching on.” 


Repeat Chorus: “Glory, Glory, Hallelujah.” 


Leader: 
“Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O Zion: 
O thou that tellest good tidings, 
Lift up thy voice with strength. 
Lift it up, be not afraid; 
Say unto the nations 
Behold your God.” 


First Assistant: 


“Go ye therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; 
teaching them to observe all things, whatsoever I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” 


Second Assistant: 


The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he anointed me to 
preach good tidings to the poor; he hath sent me to proclaim release 
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind; to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 


Leader: 


esus said, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
ar 1 take up his cross, and follow me.” 

‘For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; and whosoever will 
‘. se his life for my sake shall find it.” 
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Special singers, or congregation, sing chorus: 
“Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace, 
Tidings of Jesus, redemption and release.” 


Leader gives the following: (Do not read, but tell these.) 

The cause keeps advancing in Africa. Our present staff of African 
ministers, teachers and helpers totals 159. These faithful workers to- 
gether with the missionaries carried the gospel into 2098 towns and 
villages last year. Seventy-one day and boarding schools helped to 
open the doors of both mind and heart for 3,739 children and young 
people who enrolled for study and training. Our 5 small hospitals and 
dispensaries brought health and hope to thousands by giving 44,968 
treatments last year. One nurse alone gave 1,400. A page from the 
diary of one of our medical workers reads as follows: “Leprosy, 10; 
jaundice, 4; colds, 12; fever, 11; wounds, 9; ulcers, 23; rheumatism, 12; 
indigestion, 9; yaws, 70; intestinal troubles, 9; venereal diseases, 22; 
total, 190 cases—a full day’s work and many other days like it.” 

All these services and agencies minister to the spread of the gospel 
story. 


First Assistant gives the story of Pa Thomas Hallowell. 


“Oh Jesus, who saves the Christian people in time of danger or 
trouble, if you will save me this time, I will ever be your follower.” 
So prayed an ardent Mohammedan youth, three times over, when on a 
trip to Freetown, he was crossing the bay, and his boat was caught in 
the teeth of a terrible tempest. The prayer was answered. A mighty 
wave caught the boat and drove it into a calm place and the men 
shouted for joy. As soon as they reached land young Allie walked to 
a large mango tree and kneeling beneath it yielded himself to Christ. 

Once he suffered terribly with smallpox. “Eh, Allie is dead!” wailed 
the people, and the whole town came out to see if it was so. But Allie 
was not dead. God had a work yet for him to do. He was married 
“Christian fashion” to the girl he loved. He attended night school at 
Rotifunk and she studied with him. He was with the missionaries 
during those tragic days of the uprising of 1898 when seven of them 
were slain. 

There is a long story of this wonderful life for Christ, as interpreter 
for the missionaries, itinerant preacher, pastor and trainer of boys. 
Allie’s support was finally assumed by Mrs. T. H. Hallowell, wife of a 
pastor in America, and he was named in honor of her husband, Thomas 
Hallowell. When he opened mission work in the Yonni country he 
was cheered by this message from her, “I claim the Yonni country for 
Christ.” With her help and support he began his great work of train- 
ing African boys. For eight years he labored at Makundu; at Ronietta 
he planted the church, had a marvelous revival and good school. He 
took over the work at Yonnibana, built a new church and parsonage, 
boys’ home and school. He had seventy children in his school. Finally 
the people of his chiefdom earnestly requested that he become their 
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chief, but he prayed about it, and decided to forego the honor and ad- 
here to the Christian ministry. The people said, “By this we know 
your sincerity.” He served at Rokon and again in Yonnibana and then 
at his old home at Rotifunk as pastor of the Martyrs’ Memorial Church. 

A few years ago he retired from the active work of a pastor because 
of his old age, yet he goes gladly anywhere the privilege for expound- 
ing the truth is granted. He said, “I have had many victories over self 
and sin, and my whole life has been a wonder to me in what God is 
able to do for a soul whose mind is turned to Him. For all His mercies 
and wonderful guidance I thank Him from the depth of my heart, and 
I can truthfully say that the Lord knows best and will give to every 
one more than he can ask, so long as he keeps himself close to him.” 
He is the “Grand Old Man” of the West African Conference. 


Ask the congregation to stand together for two minutes of silent 
prayer. Let each one ask his own heart, “What would God have me 
do in helping to give His gospel to Africa and to the world?” 

At the end of the silent prayer leader should reverently read, “I 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall I send and who will 
go for us? Then said I, Here am I, send me.” 


Second Assistant: Prayer. 

Our Heavenly Father, Thou hast committed unto us the swift and 
solemn trust of life. We know what a single day may bring forth, but 
we know that NOW is our time for serving Thee. Help us to use all 
our time, talents, money, and opportunities as those who must soon 
render up account to Thee. May our hearts refuse to rest till Thy way 
is known upon all the earth, Thy saving health among the nations. 
This is our prayer in the name of Africa’s Savior and the World’s 
Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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